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The language of Henry VIII is sometimes complicated, and offers many difficulties of interpretation, but
few that can be attributed to corruption. p. xv.
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My Sovereign, I confess your royal graces
Shower’d on me daily, have been more than could
My studied purposes requite, which went.
Beyond all man’s endeavours ... My endeavours
Have ever come short of my desires,

Yet fill’d with my abilities; Mine own ends
Have been mine so, that evermore they pointed
To th’good of your most Sacred Person, and

The profit of the State. For your good graces
Heap’d upon me (poor Undeserver) |

Can nothing render but allegiant thanks,

My prayers to heaven for you; my loyalty
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Which ever has, and ever shall be growing,
Till death (that Winter) kill it.

Il.ii. 166-179
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So farewell, to the little good you bear me. 350
Farewell? A long farewell to all my Greatness.
This is the state of Man; today he puts forth
The tender leaves of hopes, tomorrow blossoms,
And bears his blushing honors thick upon him:
The third day, comes a frost; a killing frost, 355
And when he thinks, good easy man, full surely
His greatness is a-ripening, nips his root,

And then he falls as I do. I have ventur’d

Like little wanton boys that swim on bladders:
This many summers in a sea of Glory,

But far beyond my depth: my tigh-blown Pride
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At length broke under me, and now has

left me

Weary, and old with service, to the mercy

Of a rude stream, that must for ever hide me.

Vain pomp, and glory of this World, I hate ye, 365

I feel my heart new open’d. Oh how wretched

Is that poor man, that hangs on Princes’

favours!

There is betwixt that smile we would aspire to,

That sweet aspect of Princes, and their ruin,

More pangs, and fears than wars, or women have; 370

And when he falls, he falls like Lucifer,
Never to hope again.

I1.11, 350-372
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Hardin Craig, An Interpretation of Shakespeare (New York, 1948).
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R. C. Bold, Bibliographical Studies in The Beaumont and Fletcher Folio, 1938.
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King Henry VIII
Cardinal Wolsey
Cardinal Campeius
Cranmer

Gardiner, Bishop of

Winchester
Bishop of Lincoln
Duke of Buckingham
Duke of Norfolk
Duke of Suffolk
Earl of Surrey
Lord Abergavenny
Lord Sands

Lord Chancellor
Lord Chamberlain
Sir Henry Guilford
Sir Thomas Lovell
Sir Nicholas Vaux

Sir Anthony Denny
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Brandon
Cromwell
Dr. Butts

Griffith, Gentleman-Usher to

Queen Katherine

Capuchius

1st, 2nd, and 3rd Gentlemen
Garter King-at-Arms
Sergeant-at-Arms

Porter and his man

Door-Keeper of the Council-

Chamber

Secretary/to Wolsey
Crier, messenger, servant
Queen Katherine

Anne Bullen

Old Lady

Patience
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